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SLAVERY. 





American Slavery. 


tates. 


ight to legi 
hat State, 


nterests of all concerned, require its imme- 
jate abandonment, without expatriation. an 
Myr },e Society will also endeavor in a Consti- 
Tutional way to influence Congress to putan 
to the domestic slave trade ; and to 
ry in all those portions of our 

which come under its 
in the District of Colum- 
io prevent the extension 
after be ad- 


fend 
Mabolish slave 
geomimon country, 
’ ‘ senecially 
Peontroi, especially 
Sia, and likewise 
joi it to any State that may here 
mitted to the Union. 

irt. 3. This Society shall aim to elevate 


the character and condition of the people of 


color, by encouraging their intellectual, 
moral, and religious improvement, and by 
removing public prejudice ; that thus they 


may according to their intellectual and mor-| 


ai worth, share an equality with the whites, 
of civil and religious privileges ; but the 
Society will never in any way, countenance 
the oppressed in vindicating their rights, by 
resorting to physical force. 

Art. 4. Any person who consents to the 
principles of this Constitution, who contrib- 
utes to the funds of this Society, and is not 
a slave-holder, may be a member of this So- 
ciety, and shall be entitled to vote at its 
meetings.” 

Here we have great moral principles 
frankly and unequivocally avowed; the ob- 
Hjects to be pursued are distinctly stated ; 
and none are permitted to join in the pur- 
suitof these objects without assenting to 
the principles which avowedly render their 
attainment desirable. The whole structure 
‘of the Society, therefore, is totally different 
from the Colonization Society. This being 
founded on principle, that on expediency.— 
This availing itself, only of certain profes- 
sed motives, that inviting the co-operation 


Pof motives of all sorts, however contradic- 


tory. 

In order to judge of the fitness of the od- 
jects contemplated by the Society, we must 
first inquire into the soundness of the prin- 
tciples by which they are recommended. 

‘The first great principle of the Society, 
and indeed the one from which al] the others 
tare deduced, is the sinfulness of slavery. To 
Ndetermine whether slavery as it exists in the 

United States is sinful,we must know what it 
%s. Where an institution is unavordably lia- 
"le to great abuses, those abuses may fairly 
"be taken in account, in estimating its true 
‘character > but in order to avoid all captious 
Fobjections, we will now inquire, what are 
tthe lawful, or rather legal features of Amer- 
“ican slavery, and we will leave wholly out 
‘of view, all acts of oppression and cruelty 
mot expressly sanctioned by law. ‘The fol- 
lowing definitions of American slavery are, 
‘it will be perceived, from high authority : 

“A slave is one who is in the power of a 
master to whom he belongs. The masier 
may sell him, dispose of his person, his in- 
dustry, his labor ; he can do nothing,possess 
nothing, nor acquire any thing but which 
must belong to his master.” Lousiana 
Code, Art. 3. 

“Slaves shall be deemed, taken, reputed 
and adjudged to be chattels personal in the 
hands of their masters and possessors, to all 

_intents and purposes whatsoever.” Lat 
of South Carolina—Brevard’s Digest, 229. 


It will be observed that these definitions | 


apply to slaves without distinction of sex or 
age, 


But not only are those now in servitude, | labor. 


The principles professed by the American) 
nti-Slavery Society, are set forth in the 
ollowing articles of its Constitution, viz :— | 
“Article 2. The objects of this Society are protect existing slavery, but they provide for 
he entire abolition of slavery in the United | reducing free persons 10 hereditary bondage. 
While it admits that each State - 
n which slavery exists, has, by the Consti-| negroes for certain offences, and in default 
ution of the United States, the exclusive | of payment, they are made slaves. 
slate in regard to its abolition in| oojored citizen of any other state enters 
it shall aim to convince all Our! Georgia, he is fined, and if he cannot raise 
ellow citizens by arguments addressed 'O/the money, he is sentenced to perpetual 
heir understandings and consciences, that slavery, and his children after him. 
jJave-holding is a heinous crime in the sight ryland, if a free negro marries a white, the 
f God; and that the duty, safety, and best negro becomes a slave. In almost every 


| hast 
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| Notwithstanding these 
|claims, he was proven to be a descendant of 
ia mulatto woman, and that his progenitors 
'on his mother’s side had been and still were 
islaves ; consequently he was found to bea 
|SLAVE.” 


| . 
|expressly recognize Indian slaves. 
Not only do the laws acknowledge and 


In South Carolina, fines are imposed on free 


Ifa 


In Ma- 


| slave state, if a free negro cannot prove that 
he is free, he is by law sold at public auc- 
tion asa slave for life. This is both law 
and practice in the District of Columbia, 
and with the sanction of the Congress of the 
United States. In no civilized country but 
the slave states, are children punished for 
the crimes of their parents ; but in these, 
the children of free blacks, to the latest poster- 
ify are condemned to servitude for the trivial 
‘offences, and often for the most innocent 
acts of their ancestors. 

It necessarily follows from the legal defi- 
nitions we have given of a slave, that he is 
subjected to an absolute and irresponsible des- 
polism. 


ipower over his slave that he has over his 
horse. Some few laws there may be, for- 
bidding the master to treat his slave with 
cruelty, and so the common law every where 
forbids cruelty to beasts ; butit is far easier 
to enforce the latter than the former. Any 
spectator of cruelty to a beast, may ordina- 
rily be a witness against the offender ; but 
a slave may be mutilated or murdered with 
impunity in the presence of hundreds, pro- 
vided their complexions are colored ; and 
even should the crime be proved by compe- 
tent testimony, the master is to be tried by 
acourt and jury who are all interested in 
inaintaining the supreme authority of slave- 
holders. But although no laws can in fact 
restrain the power of the master, yet laws 
toa certain degree, indicate what kind of 
|treaument is tolerated by public opinion.— 
Thus when we find the laws of South Caro- 
lina limiting the time which slaves may be 
compelled to labor, to fifteen hours a day, 
we may form some opinion of the amount 
oil which southern masters think it right 
to inflict upon the slaves: and when we 
recollect that the laws of Maryland, Virgin- 
ia and Georgia, forbid that the criminals in 
their penitentiaries shall be made to labor 
|more than ten hoursa day; we discover the 
relative place which white felons, and unof- 
fending slaves, occupy in the sympathies of 
| slave-holders. 
| The slave is, at all times, liable to be 
punished at the pleasure of his master; and 
although the law does not warrant him in 
murdering the slave, it expressly justifies 
him in killing him, if he dares to resist 
That is, if the slave does not submit to any 
chastisement, which a brutal master may of 
his sovereign pleasure choose to inflict, he 
may legally be shot through the head. 
| In South Carolina, if a slave be killed ‘on | 
a sudden heat or passion, or by undue correc- 
tion,” the murderer is to pay a fine and be 
{imprisoned six months. What would be 
ithought of such a punishment for the mur- 
ucr of a white apprentice ? 

In Missouri, a master is by law expressly 
authorized to imprison his slave during 
pleasure, and thus may a human being be 
legally incarcerated for life without trial, or 
even the allegation of a crime. 

The despotism of the slave-holder, be it 
remetbered, is a negotiable despotism ; it 
is daily and hourly boughtand sold, sud inay 
at any moment be delegated to the most 
brutal of the species. 

The slave, being himself property, can 
own no property. He may labor fifteen 
|hours a day, but he acquires nothing by his 
In South Carolina, a sl] is not 


siave 


but their children after them, the subjects of| permitted to keep a boat, or to raise and 


these definitions. 
The law of South Carolina says of slaves, 
'‘alltheir issue and offspring born or to be 
born, shall be, and they are hereby declared 


) tobe and remain FoREVER HEREAFTER abso- | 


}iute slaves, and shall follow the condition 
of the mother.” 

Slavery is not confined to color. Mr. 
> Paxton, a Virginia writer, declares that, 
* “the best blood in Virginia flows in the 
) veins of the slaves.” In the description 
_ lately given of a fugitive slave, in the pub- 
) lic papers, it was stated, “He has sometimes 
The fol- 
| lowing from a Missouri paper, proves that 
+ a white man, may without a mistake, be ad- 
judged a slave. 

‘A case of a slave suing for his freedom, 
was tried a few days since in Lincoln coun- 


» ment of the particulars. 


| breed for his own benefit, any horses, cattle, 
sheep, or hogs, under pain of forfeiture, and 
any person may take such articles from 
him. 

In Georgia, the master is fined thirty dol- 
\lars for suffering his slave to hire himself to 
‘another for his own benefit. In Maryland 


\the master forfeits thirteen dollars for each| 


‘month that his slave is permitted to receive 
| wages on his own account. 
| In Virginia, every master is finable who 
|permits a slave to work for himself at wages. 
In North Carolina, ‘‘all horses, cattle, hogs, 
lor sheep, that shall belong to any slave, or 
\be of any slave's mark in this state, shall 
be seized and sold by the County Wardens.” 
In Mississippi, the master is forbidden, 
junder the penalty of fifty dollars, to let a 
islave raise cotton for himself, ‘or to keep 


ty, of which the following is a brief state-|stock of any description,” 
A youth of about} 


Such is the anxiety of the slave laws to 


» ten years of age sued for his freedom on the| repress every benevolent desire of the mas- 
proved that he was a free white person.—|ter to promote in the slightest degree the 
le court granted his petition to sue 35 a| independence of the slave. 


pauper nar 


“pve 


suspection of his person. Upon | 


| Slaves, being property, are like cattle lia- 


fent, the lips small and completely covering ;damages, than his 
the teeth, his head round and well formed, 
‘| forehead high and prominent, the ears large, 
ithe tibia of the leg straight, the feet hollow. 
evidences of his|damages. 


The laws of South Carolina and Virginia | 


The master has in point of fact the same 


IF FREEDO M. | posed to the hazle-nut color ; nose promin-|and he can no more institute an action for ing horses in the d; 


master’s horse. But 
cannot he be protected by his master’s right 
of action? No: The master must prove 
special injury to his property, to recover 
Any man may with perfect im- 
‘|punity, whip another’s slave, unless he so 
‘injure him as to occasion “a loss of service, 
or at least a diminution of the faculty of the 
slave for bodily labor.” Such is the decision 
lof the Supreme Court of Maryland. In 
Louisiana, if a third person maim a slave, 
so that he is ‘forever rendered unable to 
work,” the offender pays to the owner the 
value of the slave, and is also to be at the 
expense of his maintenance ; but the unfor- 
tunate slave mutilated or crippled for life, 
receives not the slightest compensation.— 

The master’s right of action is a protection 
to his property, not to the con:fort or securi- 
ty of the slave ; indeed it tends to degrade 
the latter to the level of the other live stock 
on his master’s farm. 

A necessary cousequence of slavery, is 
the absence of the marriage relation. No 
slave can cominit bigamy. because the law 
knows no more of the marriage of slaves, 
than it does of the marriage of brutes. <A 
slave may, indeed, be forurally married, but 
so far as legal rights and obligations are 
concerned, it an idle ceremony. His 
wife may, at any moment, be legally taken 
from him, and sold in the market. The 
slave laws utterly nullify the injunction of 
the Supreme Lawgiver—What God hath 
joined, let not man put asunder.” 

Of course, these laws do not recognize 
the parental relation as belonging to slaves. 
A slave has no more legal authority over his 
child, than a cow over her ealf. 

The Legislatures of the slave States, 
when legislating respecting slaves, seem 
regardless alike of the claims and the affec- 
tions of our common nature. No right is 
more sacred, or more universally admitted, 
than that of self-preservation ; but the 
wretched slave, whether male or female, is 
denied the right of self-defence against the 
brutality of any persom whomsoever having 
a white skin. Thus the law of Georgia 
declares, ‘if any slave shall presume to 
strike any while person, upon trial or con- 
viction before the Justice or Justices, accor- 
ding to the direetions of this act, shall, for 
the first offence, suffer such punishment as 
the said Justice or Justices shall in their 
discretion think fit, not extending to life or 
limb; and for the second offence, suffer 
DEATH.” 

The same law prevails in South Carolina, 
except that death is the penalty for the third 
offence. 

In Maryland, the Justice may order the 
offender’s ears tobe cropped. In Kentucky, 


Is 


“any negro, mulatto, or Judian, bond or 
free,” who “shall at any time “ft his hand 


in opposition to any white person, shall re- 
ceive thirty lashes, on his or her bare back, 
well laid on, by order of the Justice.” 

In South Carolina, “if any slave, who 
shall be out of the house or plantation where 
such slaves shall live, or shall be usually 
employed, or without some white person in 
company with such slaves, shall refuse to 
submit to undergo the examination of any 
white person, it shall be lawful for any white 
person to pursue, apprehend, and mod+rately 
correct such slave ; andif such slave shall 
assault and strike such white person, such 
slave may be LAWFULLY KILLED.” 

We have seen that the slave laws regard 
the slave, so far as human rights and enjoy- 
ments, and social relations are concerned, 
as a mere brute: we are now to see, that so 
far as he can be made to suffer for his acts, 
he is regarded as an intelligent and respon- 
sible being. 

Divine equity has established the rule, 
that the servant which knew not his mas- 
ter’s will, and did commit things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. If 
there was ever a case to which this rule was 
applicable, itis tothe unlettered, ignorant, 
brutalized slave, intentionally deprived of 
the ability to read the laws of God or man. 
A code of laws prepared for the government 
of such beings, one would suppose would be 
distinguished for its lenity ; and inthe mild- 
ness of its penalties, would form a striking 
contrast to a code for the government of the 
enlightened and instructed part of the com- 
munity, whose offences would, of course, 
be aggravated by the opportunities they had 
enjoyed of learning their duty. Alas, the 
slave code punishes acts not mala in se with 
a rigor which public opinion would not tole- 
rate for a moment, if exercised towards 
while felons, and it visits cries with penal- 
ties far heavier, when committed by the 
poor ignorant slave, than it does when they 
are perpetrated by the enlightened citizen. 

Thus in Georgia, any person may inflict 
jtwenty lashes on the bare back of a slave 
\found without license off the plantation, or 
'without the limits of the town to which he 
‘belongs. So also in Mississippi, Virginia, 
‘and Kentucky, at the discretion of a Jus- 
lice. 

In South Carolina and Georgia, any per- 
/son finding more than seven slaves together 


in the highway without a white person, 


may give each one twenty lashes, 

In Kentucky, Virginia, and Missouri, a 
|slave for keeping a gun, powder, shot, a 
lclub, or other weapon whatsoever, offensive 
ior defensive, may be whipped thirty-nine 
lashes by order of a Justice. 

In North Carolina and Tennessee, a slave 
travelling without a pass, or being found in 


nis trial before the jury he was examined|ble to be leased anc mortgaged by their| another persen’s negro quarters, or Aifchen, 


by the jury and by two learned physicians 


all of whom concurred in the opinion that| 


,/owners, or sold on execution for debt. 


may be whipped forty lashes, and every slave 
A slave having no rights, cannot appear|in whose company the visitor 1s foun? twen- 


very little if any trace of negro blood could|in a court of justice to ask for redress of in-|\ty lashes. 


be discovered by any of the external appear 
ances. 


svent had disappeared. 


“ His skin was fair, his hair soft, straight, | (robbed he cannot be,) his wife and children | 


fine and white, his eyes blue, but rather dis 


-| juries. 


|by the owner. The slave may be beaten 


ve" 


-|may be insulted and abused in his nrcgence 


( C So far as he is the subject of injury, | 
neces All the physiological marks of dis-| the law regards him only asa brute, and dack, without the written permission of his 
tinctions which characterize the African de-| redress can only be demanded and received 


In Louisiana, a s >for being on horse- 


,|ing a dog, the like punishment. 


,|mding, or going at 


| master, incurs twenty-five lashes; for heep- 


By the Jaw of Maryland, lur “rambling, 
25 syoad in the night, or rid- 


time, without leave. 
slave nay be whipt, crept, or branded on the 
cheek with the letter Ry, or otherwise pun- 
ished, not extending to life, or “so as fo ren- 
der him unfit for labor.” 
Such are a few specimens only of the 


punishments inflicted on slaves, for acts not 
criminal, and which it is utterly impossible 
they should generally know, are forbidden 
by law. 

| Let us now view the laws of the 
states in relation to crimes, and we shal! 
find that their severity towards blacks and 
whites, is in inverse ratio to the moral guilt 
of the offenders. 

In Virginia, the laws have recently been 
revised, and by the revised code, 
seventy-one offences for which the 
IS DEATH, When committed by 
unprisonment When by whites.” 

In Mississippi, the number of these oifen- 
ces are thirty-eight, or rather many of them 
are not punishable atall, when counmitted 
by whites: as, for instance, aé/em 
burn out-buildings, to comunit 
steal a horse, &c. &e. 

Imprisonment of a slave as a punishment 
for crime, exceptin Louisiana, is utterly un- 
known in the slave states. To shut him up 
in prison, would be depriving his master of 


there are 
pe nalty 


slaves 


OF 


, and 


jurgery, lo 


his labor, and burthening the publie with his | 


inaintenance; it is, therefore, more econom- 
ical to flog him for trifles, and to hang him 
for serious olfences. 

Where human life is held so cheap, and 
human suffering so little regarded; it is noi 
to be expected that the dispensers of slave 
justice will submit to be troubled with all 
those forms and ceremonies which the com- 
mon law has devised for the protection of 
innocence. We have seen that, in many 
instances, any white may instanter 
discharge the functions of judge, jury, and 
executioner. In innumerable instances, all 
these functions are united ina single justice 


pe rson 


of the peace; and in South Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, and Louisiana, tire may be take 

according to law, without intervention oi 
grand or petit jurors. In other states, 2 


trial by jury is granted but 


in one state, itis believed, is it thought 
worth while to trouble a 
presenting a slave. In most of the slave 
states, the ordinary tribunal for the trial of 
slaves charged with olfences not capital, is 
composed of justices and frecholders, or of 
justices only. A white man cannot be con- 
victed of misdemeanor, except by the unan- 
imous verdict of twelve of his peers. In 
Louisiana, if the court is equally divided as 
to the guilt of a slave, judgment is rendered 
against him. 

In 1832, thirty-five were executed 
at Charleston, in pursuance of the sentence 
of a court, consisting of two justices and 
five freeholders, on a charge of intended in- 
surrection, No indictments, no summoning 
of jurors, no challenges for cause or favor, 
no seclusion of the triers from intercourse 
with those who might bias their judgment, 
pre ceded this ub] 
of human life. 

Ilowever much we may pride ourselves, 
asa nation on the general diffusion of the 
it ought to be recol- 
are forcibly 
our inhabit- 
or that one-sixth of our whole popu- 
lation is doumed by law to the grossest 1g 
norance. 

A law of South Carolina passed in 1800, 
authorizes the infliction of twenty lashes on 
every slave found in an assembly convened 
for the purpose of “mental instruction,” 
held in a confined or secret place, although 
in the presence of a white. Another 
imposes a fine of £100 on any person who 
may teach a slave to write An act of Vir- 


In ¢ upital Cases; 
ho 


grand ury with 


slaves 


, T eS 
arallelied legal destruction 


= 


blessings of education, 
lected, that 
withheld from two 
ants ; 


blessings 


these 


rmuillions of 


law 


cinta, of 1820, declares every meeting of 
slaves at any school by day or nig 
struction in reading or writing 0 
issembly, and any justice may intliet twei 
ty lashes on each slave found in such schoo! 
In North Carolina, to teach a slave t 
read or write or to sell or give him , 
book (Bible not excepted) or par phlet, is 
punished with thirty-nine lashes, o1 lmpris- 
onment, if the offender be a free necro. but 
ifa white, then with a fine of S200. The 


reason for this law, assigned in its preamble 
is, that “teaching slaves to read and write, 
tends to excite dissatisfaction in their minds, 
and to produce insurrection and rebellion.’ 
'n Georgia, if a white teach a free negro 


or slave to read or write, he is fined S500, 
and imprison¢ d at the discretion of the 
court: if the offender be a colores man, 
bond or free, he is to be fined or whippe dat 
ithe discretion of the court. Of course a fa- 
ther may be flogged teaching his own 
child. This barbarot LW Was enacted in 
1829, 

In Louisiana, the penalty for teaching 


slaves to read or write, ls One year’s impris- 
onment. 

These are specimens of the eflorts made 
by slave législatures, to enslave the minds ot 
their victims; and we have surely no reason 
to hope that their sou/s are regarded with 
more compassion. 

In vain has the Redeemer of the 
given the command lo preach the gospel to 
‘every creature ; his professed disciples in 
the slave States have issued a counter order ; 
and as we have already seen, have by ther 
laws, incapacitate d 2,000,000 of their tellow- 
Inpunetion 


world 


men from complying with the 


“search the Scriptures.” Not only are the 
slaves debarrred from reading the wondertu 
things of God—they are practically preven 
ted with a few exceptions from even Acaring 
of them. 
In Georgia, any justice of the peace Ly 
at his discretion, break up any religious as- 
* An enumeration of these ofiences, together 
references to the statutes alluded to in thi 
rk, may be found in “ Stroud’s sketch of the 
lave laws.’ 


lof twenty lashes well 
slave 


f to} 


WHOLE NO. 62. 


_ —_— oh 
sembly of slaves, and may order cach slave 
gsent to be “corrected withe ut trial, by re- 


} } 
thie are back, 


stripes with a whip, swi 


elving on twenty-five 
ich or eow-skin.” 
In South Carolina, slaves may not n eet 


together for the purpose of * religious Wwor- 


ship” before sunrise or after sunset, un- 
! } r 

ess the majority of the meeting be com- 
posed of white persons, under the penalty 


laid on.” As it will 

be rather difficult for the slave to divine be- 

fore he to the meeting, how many 

blacks, and how many whites will be pres- 

ent, and of course which will have 

the “majerity,” a due regard for his bac k, 
] 


will keep him from the meeting. 
evening 


Troe 
goes 


color 


In 


In Virginia, all 
at any meeting-house, 
cally forbidden. 

in Wiinarestnnt. ti ; , 

[In Mississippi, the law permets the master 


to suffer his slave to 


weetings of 
slaves are unequivo- 


attend the preaching 
of a whife minister. 
Itis very evident that when public opin- 


ion tolerates such laws, it will not tolerate 


the general religious instruction of the 
slaves. True it is, a master may carry or 
send his slaves to the parish chureh, and 


true itis that some do aitend, and receive 
benetit from their attendance. 

On this, as well as on every other subject 
relating to slavery, we would rather fall 
short of, than exceed the truth. We will 
not there are no Christians among 
the slaves, for we trust there some 
When, however, we recollect, that they are 
denied the Scriptures, and all the 
vantages of the Sunday School, ; 


assert 


are 


usual ad- 
} 
toa 


ule 
bidden to unite among themselves in acts of 


lor- 


social worship and instruction, and that al- 
most all the sermons they hear, are such as 
are addressed to whites, and of 
course above their own comprehension, we 


may idea o 


educated 


form some f the obstacles oppo- 


sed to their spiritual improvement. Let it 
be also recoilected, that every master pos- 
sesses the (remendous power of keeping his 
ves in! i noravee of thei KOT 
Will, and of their Own immortal destinies. 
And now with all these facts, and their con- 


sequences and tendencies in remembrance, 
we ask, if we do not make a most abundaut 
and charitable allowance when we suppose 
that 245,000 slaves possess a saving knowl- 
And yet af- 
ter this admission, one which probably no 
candid person will think too limited, there 
will remain in the bosom of our country 
two MILLIONS of human who, in 
consequence of our laws, are in a state of 
heathenism ! But probably many will re- 
fuse their assent to this conclusion without 
further and more satisfactory evidence of its 
correctness. ‘To such persons we submit 
the following testimony, furnished by slave 

In 1831, the Rev. 
Jone S pre ache d a sermon be fore 


edge of the religion of Christ @ 


beings, 


holders themselves. 
Charles C. 
two associations of pl inters ID Cre orgia, one 
of Liberty County, and the other of MelIn- 
tush County. This sermon is before us, and 
We quote from it. 


1 


“Generally speaking they (the slaves) ape 
pear to us to be without God and without 
hope in the world, a@ NATION OF HEATHEN in 
In our very midst.—We cannot ery out 
against the VPapists for withholding the 
Seriptures from the commen peuple, and 
keeping them in ignorance of the way of 
life: for we withhold the Bible from our Se r- 
vants, and /ecp them jn ignorance of it, 
While we will not use the meens to have it 
read and explained to them. The ery of 
our }e rishing servants comes up to Us jrom 


the sultry plains as they bend at their toil 
itcomes up to us from their humble cotta- 


ges when they return at evening to rest 
their weary liobs—it comes up to us from 
the muidstol the gnorance and superstition, 
md adultery and lewdpess. Webhave wan- 
ested no emotions of horror at abandoning 
of vants to the adversary, 
he ore r on that walketh Lout seeking 
1 \ ( 

Qin the 5th December, | a committee 
of the Synod of South Carolina and Gec ria, 
to whom was referred the subject of the re- 

-anstruction of the colored population, 
dea report which has been published, 
indian which this language is used 

“Who would credit it, that in these years 
of revival and benevolent effort, in’ this 
Christian republic, there are over TWo MILL- 
ioNS Of human beings in the condition of 

ATH and in some respects in a worse 
condition. From Jong continued and close 
observation, we believe that their moral and 
eligious condition is such that they may 
tustly he considered the Wt ATHEN of this 


Christian country, and will bear comparison 
th heathen any country in the world. 
e negroes are destitute of the Gospel, and 
then , 


in 


we we he t/ resent state of 


In the 


Mnie s 


‘ } 


vast field extending from an entire 


Stade beyond the Potomae, to the Sabine 
river, and from the Atlantic to the Ohio, 
there are to the best of our knowledge not 


hee men exclusively devoted to the relig 
ious instruction of the ne In the pre 
sent state of feeling inthe South, a munistry 


obtained 


ite 
roes 
of their own color could neither be 
NO] RATED. 

But do not the negroes have access to the 


LOL! 


(rospel through the stated ministry of the 
whites? We answer no; the negroes have 
no regular and ¢ ‘ent ministrv; as a mate 
ter of course n hurches; neither is there 
fieient re in white churehes for their 
icon I We know of but frie 
churehes in the slave holding States built 
ly for their use these are all in the 
State of Georgia. We may pow inguire tt 
they enjov the privile ges of the Gospel in 
elr ow! ses, and on our planta . 
\ n we return a negative answet hey 
ave ho Bibles to re ad by their own fires) s 
they have no family altars; and when 
iffiction, sickness, or death, they have ho 


minister to address to them the consola’ 
of the Gospel, nor to burv them with soiet 
‘and appropriate services 
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